DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE, 17/04/2019 SECTION ONE (UNRESTRICTED)
LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS
MINUTES OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
HELD AT 6.33 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, 17 APRIL 2019

COUNCIL CHAMBER, 1ST FLOOR, TOWN HALL, MULBERRY PLACE, 5 CLOVE
CRESCENT, LONDON, E14 2BG

Members Present:

Councillor Abdul Mukit MBE (Chair)
Councillor John Pierce

Councillor Mufeedah Bustin
Councillor Gabriela Salva Macallan

Officers Present:

Solomon Agutu — (Interim Team Leader Planning, Legal
Services, Governance)

Jerry Bell — (Area Planning Manager (East), Planning
Services, Place)

Jane Jin — (Team Leader, Planning Services, Place)

Victoria Coelho — Planning Case Officer

Antonella Burgio — (Democratic Services)

Apologies:

Councillor Sabina Akhtar
Councillor Helal Uddin

1. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS

No declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests were made.

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
The Committee RESOLVED

That the unrestricted minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 1 April
2019 be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the
following correction; that it be recorded at minute 4.2, that “Concerning
consultation with community groups that had previously used the premises,
the Committee heard that the Pollyanna Theatre and other community groups
that use the premises had been consulted on the design”.
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROCEDURE FOR HEARING OBJECTIONS
AND MEETING GUIDANCE

The Committee RESOLVED that:
1. The procedure for hearing objections and meeting guidance be noted.

2. In the event of changes being made to recommendations by the
Committee, the task of formalising the wording of those changes be
delegated to the Corporate Director, Place along the broad lines
indicated at the meeting; and

3. In the event of any changes being needed to the wording of the
Committee’s decision (such as to delete, vary or add
conditions/informatives/planning  obligations or  reasons  for
approval/refusal) prior to the decision being issued, the Corporate
Director, Place be delegated authority to do so, provided always that
the Corporate Director does not exceed the substantive nature of the
Committee’s decision

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DECISION

4.1 Sites adjoining Birchdown, Denbury and Huntshaw House, Devons
Road, London, E3 (PA/18/02822)

An update report was tabled.

The Area Planning Manager (East) introduced the report which concerned an
application for residential development across 3 small sites on the Devons
Estate to provide a total of 18 dwellings across these sites. He advised that,
since there had been no registrations to speak in objection to the application
and since the application was recommended for approval, the matter would
be considered on the basis of the written report and officer presentation.

The Planning Case Officer then presented the report informing the Committee
of the relevant planning considerations related to the application. These
were, land use, design, loss of parking, scale and amenity including privacy,
enclosure, sunlight/daylight and comunal/play space. Members were advised
that the sites had no special features, characteristics or designation to which
the Committee must have regard. Planning consultation was carried out as
required and 4 letters of objection and 2 petitions had been received; a late
representation was received after the agenda had been published.

Then, responding to Members’ questions the following additional information
was provided:

e Parking that had been lost due to the development of the sites would
be absorbed in the existing estate provision. However disabled parking
had been factored.

e Play space would be provided across the sites in the following ways:
enhancement of existing amenity space at site 1, provision of
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designated self-contained amenity space at site 2 and there would be
provision at site 3 via private balconies and a roof terrace.

e Use and management of the roof terrace at site 3 would be
overseen/controlled by the Registered Provider (Poplar HARCA).
However Members could mandate additional conditions if necessary.

e No open space would be lost on the Devons Estate since the existing
spaces were all hard surface spaces.

e Ground floor kitchens at Chagford House would experience loss of light
arising from development of site 3. However since these kitchens were
under 13sgm they did not qualify for daylight/sunlight testing under
BRE guidelines.

e The rationale for submitting a combined application across the 3 sites
was that the total number of the dwellings that would be provided
would enable a proportion of the dwellings proposed to be designated
as affordable housing.

e The sites to be developed were owned by Poplar HARCA.

Members then debated the application.

Some Members remained concerned around whether there would be
adequate communal/play space across the developments and around the
daylight/sunlight impacts on some of the existing properties that were near
to site 3.

However a Member expressed support for the application offering the
rationale that the complexity of the proposal was mitigated by the need for
affordable housing in the borough.

The Chair then proposed that Members vote on the officer recommendation
and on a vote of 2 in favour and 2 abstentions, the Committee

RESOLVED

That the application at 3 sites adjoining Birchdown, Denbury and Huntshaw
House, Devons Road, London, E3 be GRANTED for construction of 18
dwellings over 3 sites within the Devons Estates as detailed below, subject to
conditions and informatives:

Site 1: Redevelopment of surface car park to the rear of Birchdown House,
Rainhill Way by a 3 storey building to provide 8No. flats.

Site 2: Demolitions and development of car parking garages and surface car
park adjacent to Denbury House, Devons Road by erection of 3 x 3 storey
houses.

Site 3: Demolition and redevelopment of car parking garages and electricity
substation adjacent to Huntshaw House by erection of a 4 storey building to
provide 7No. flats.
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5. OTHER PLANNING MATTERS

Nil items.

The meeting ended at 6.56 p.m.

Chair, Councillor Abdul Mukit MBE
Development Committee



